
PREGNANT?   NEED HELP?   1-800-848-LOVE 

 

 

CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
Saturday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Vigil  at 5:00PM 
Sunday . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8:30AM  & 10:30AM 
Daily Mass & Holy Days.  As scheduled inside bulletin. 

 
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Saturday 4:00 p.m. and anytime by appointment. 
Special seasonal schedules will be listed in the bulletin. 

 
BAPTISM 

Baptisms  are  celebrated  after participation  in preparation 
classes.  Call the parish office to register preferably prior to the 
birth of the child.  Adult baptisms are celebrated at the Easter 
Vigil. Call the parish office for Catechumenate information. 

 
MARRIAGES 

Consult your parish priest by  calling  the parish office  six 
months in advance. 

 
 

BULLETIN DEADLINE 
Copy deadline Monday 12:00 noon, submitted in writing 

E-mail: Bulletin@stmatthewct.org 

WELCOME TO 
SAINT MATTHEW CHURCH 

We extend a warm welcome  to all.   We hope  that you will  find our 
parish community a place where your life of faith will be nourished.  We 
also hope  that you will  share your  special gifts within  the community. 
Your prayers, your presence, and your talents are most welcome.  Please 

introduce yourself after Mass.  May God bless all of us. 
 

MINISTRY TO THE SICK/HOMEBOUND 

We are most anxious to help anyone who cannot attend church because 
of illness, handicap, or age.  If you wish the sacraments or visitation by a 
Minister to the Homebound, please call the parish office.  Please notify 

us of any hospitalization so that we may be of assistance. 
 

DIOCESAN REPORTING NUMBER 
Diocese of Norwich Office of Internal Affairs 
Sexual Misconduct Services & Information 

Reporting Numbers: 1-800-624-7407 or 860-889-4455 
 

TELEPHONES 
Parish Offices  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .860-872-0200 
Parish Office Fax . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .860-875-4413 

 
PARISH WEB SITE  www.stmatthewct.org 

 
E-MAIL ADDRESSES 

Parish Offices parishoffice@stmatthewct.org 
Faith Formation Office faithformation@stmatthewct.org 

111 Tolland Green 
P.O. Box 100 

Tolland, CT 06084-0100 

Twinned with 
St. Pierre Parish 
Ganthier, Haiti 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 
 

PASTOR 
Reverend Richard J. Ricard 

PAROCHIAL VICAR 
Reverend William J. Olesik 

DEACONS 
Deacon Ronald F. Freedman 
Deacon Michael C. Berstene 

BUSINESS MANAGER 
Mr. Brian Kenny 

PARISH OFFICE SECRETARY 
Mrs. Denise M. Gilcreast 

PARISH FINANCE ASSOCIATE 
Mrs. Christine Griffin 

PARISH MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Mrs. Elana Owens 

CONTEMPORARY CHOIR DIRECTOR 
Mr. Christopher M. Hebert 

FACILITIES MANAGER 
Mr. Robert D. Ames II 
PARISH TRUSTEES 
Mr. Ellis Canal Jr. 
Mrs. Linda L. Murphy 

PARISH COUNCIL CHAIRPERSON 
Mr. Tom Skinner 

FAITH FORMATION CENTER 
COORDINATOR OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Kindergarten - Six 
Mrs. Cynthia L. Yaconiello 

FAITH FORMATION SECRETARY 
Mrs. LeeAnn Fritsch 

YOUTH MINISTER 
Mrs. Bridget A. Thurston 

ST. MATTHEW PRESCHOOL 
Mrs. Eveline Siebesma, Director/HeadTeacher 

Mrs. Samantha  L. Wesoly, Teacher 
Mrs. Michelle A. Bezzina, Teacher 



S . M  P , T 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
At the conclusion of their missionary journey, Paul 
and Barnabas tell the Antioch community all that the 
Lord had accomplished in their preaching the 
kingdom of God.  This kingdom, to be marked by our 
love for each other, will reach its fulfillment in the 
new heavens and a new earth.   

SATURDAY, April 23- Vigil 
  5:00 pm ¥Maria Soto...The MacGillis Family 
SUNDAY, April 24– 5th Sunday of Easter 
  8:30 am ¥Malvin "Butch" Desilets (6 month    
         mind)...Family 
10:30 am Parish Family 
MONDAY, April 25-Saint Mark  
  8:00 am Mass at St. Bernard 
TUESDAY, April 26-Easter Weekday  
  9:00 am ¥Carmine Ciccarelli (14th Anniv)...Ciccarelli  
           Family 
WEDNESDAY, April 27-Easter Weekday  
  8:00 am Mass at St. Bernard 
THURSDAY, April 28-Saint Peter Chanel  
  9:00 am ¥Patricia Clune...Anna Canny 
FRIDAY, April 29ïSaint Catherine of Siena  
  9:00 am Open Intention 
  Holy Hour and Adoration after Mass 
SATURDAY, April 30ï Vigil 
  5:00 pm ¥Charles Ward...Irene & Bill 
SUNDAY, May 1-6th Sunday of Easter  
  8:30 am Parish Family 
10:30 am ¥Randy Osgood...Bob, Joanie & Mitchell  
           Mathiau 

READINGS FOR NEXT SUNDAY, May 1, 2016 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Acts 15:1-2, 22-29  Ps 67:2-6, 8 Rv 21:10-14, 22-23   
Jn 14:23-29 

Saturday St. Matthew 5:00 PM 

St. Bernard 5:00 PM 

Sunday St. Matthew 8:30 AM, 10:30 AM 

St. Bernard 8:00 AM, 10:00 AM, 
 12:00 Noon 

Monday St. Bernard 8:00 AM 

Tuesday St. Matthew 9:00 AM 

Wednesday St. Bernard 8:00 AM 

Thursday St. Matthew 9:00 AM 

Friday St. Bernard 8:00 AM 

  St. Matthew 9:00 AM 

STEWARDSHIP 
 
 

CHURCH SUPPORT 
 
OFFERTORY  (4-17-16)  $11,870 
Breakdown 
Envelopes   5,860 
EFT (Electronic Fund Transfer)                 2,289 
Monthly                                                       3,721 

 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY 

GIFT CARDS on SALE 
Gift cards will be on sale this weekend April 
23/24 with pickup on 4/30-5/1. In April,  St. 
Matthewôs gets 6% from Big Y gift card 
sales! Visit ShopWithScrip.com  to see all of the 
gift cards available for purchase. 
Gift cards will not be sold on Motherôs Day.  

The next Baptism Preparation 
meeting for those parents who wish 
to have their children baptized is 
scheduled for Tuesday, May 10th 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Chapel.  
Please call the Parish Office (872-
0200) to pre-register.  

NEW LIFE IN THE SPIRIT DVD SERIES 
 

Come, be refreshed and renewed as you attend this LIFE IN 
THE SPIRIT DVD SERIES.  It begins on May 4th, Wednesday 
evening at 7:30 in St. Josephôs Church basement in Rockville. 
 
Romans 12:2 ñDo not conform yourselves to this age but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind, so that you may judge 
what is Godôs will, what is good, pleasing and perfect.ò 
 
For further information please contact:  Jo-An Ulrich (860-871-
1877 or Connie Swatik (860-684-3996). 



F  S   E 

aǊΦ tŀǘŜǊ ϧ aǊǎΦ {ŀƴŎƘŜȊΩǎ ǎƛȄǘƘ 
ƎǊŀŘŜ CŀƛǘƘ CƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ƛǎ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
ŀ ǘƻȅ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳũŜŘ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ 
ŦƻǊ ǇŀǝŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝŎǳǘ /Ƙƛƭπ
ŘǊŜƴϥǎ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏƻƴπ
ǎƛŘŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǝƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ 
ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘΣ !ǇǊƛƭ но-нп όŀƴŘ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ 
ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ !ǇǊƛƭ нрǘƘύ ōȅ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ 

ƴŜǿΣ ǳƴǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ Řƻƴŀǝƻƴǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǝƻƴ ōƻȄ ƭƻŎŀǘŜŘ 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƛǘŜ ōƻŀǊŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŦƻȅŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǊƛǎƘ /ŜƴǘŜǊΦ  
wŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ όƴŜǿΣ ǳƴǿǊŀǇǇŜŘύ ƛǘŜƳǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜΥ  ǎǘǳũŜŘ ŀƴƛπ
ƳŀƭǎΣ [ŜƎƻ ŀƴŘ 5ǳǇƭƻ ƪƛǘǎΣ ¦ƴƻ ŎŀǊŘǎΣ tƭŀȅ 5ƻƘΣ ŀŎǝƻƴ ŬƎπ
ǳǊŜǎΣ .ŀǊōƛŜ 5ƻƭƭǎΣ ŀǊǘ ƪƛǘǎΣ ŎƻƭƻǊƛƴƎ ōƻƻƪǎΣ ƳŀǘŎƘ ōƻȄ ŎŀǊǎΣ 
CƛǎƘŜǊ tǊƛŎŜ [ƛǧƭŜ tŜƻǇƭŜΣ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ǊŀǧƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōƻŀǊŘ ōƻƻƪǎΦ  
¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 

SAT 4-23 Gift Cards on Sale after Mass 
SUN 4-24 Gift Cards on Sale after Masses 
MON 4-25 7pm Joint Parish Council Meeting 
TUES 4-26 7:15pm Adult Choir, Church 
WED 4-27 6pm Contemporary Choir, Church 
THURS 4-28 4:30pm Altar Server Training, Church 
SAT 4-30 Gift Card pick up after Mass 
SUN 5-1 Gift Card pick up after Masses 
  Knights of Columbus Pancake Breakfast 
   After 8:30AM & 10:30AM Masses 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS/ 
ST. MATTHEWôS SCHOLARSHIP 
applications are now available at the 
Tolland and East Catholic High School 
guidance offices and at the St. Matthew 
Parish Office. The scholarship is open 
to any graduating high school senior 
who is a resident of Tolland, or whose 
family is registered with St. Matthew 

Parish, and who has been accepted by an accredited college or 
university as a full time student. Completed applications are 
due to the Parish Office or the address listed on the applica-
tion no later than Friday, May 13th.  

Mattie's Togs:  Gently used childrenõs cloth-
ing, including First Communion clothes.  
Open Saturdayõs 9AM to 1 PM.   
 Come check us out! 

 

Bridget A. Thurston, Confirmation Coordinator and  
Youth Minister Grades 7-12, Ext. 321 

Cynthia L. Yaconiello, Coordinator of Religious Education 
Grades K-6, Ext. 320 

LeeAnn L. Fritsch, Faith Formation Secretary, Ext. 319 
 

2015-2016 School Year Information 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

THE LAST MONTHS AHEADé 
April 25-27 - Grade 1 lesson at the baptism font. 
April 25 - Grade 3 Banner making during class. 
May 1 - Childrenôs Catechetical Mass and the Crowning of Mary 
 10:30am Mass  
May 1-4 - LAST CLASSES!!! 
May 12 - First Eucharist Rehearsal at 6pm. 
May 14 - First Eucharist. 
May 31 - Confirmation Rehearsal @ 6pm. 
   Confirmation Penance Service @ 7pm. 
June 5 - Confirmation at the Cathedral of St. Patrick, Norwich. 
 

ALTAR SERVER TRAINING 

We will be holding Altar Server training on April 28 at 4:30 

p.m., and May 3 at 4:30 p.m. The training is open to all children 

3rd grade and older. Please contact Cynde Yaconiello at 860-872

-0200 x 320, or cynde.yaconiello@stmatthewct.org for more 

details or if you would like to sign up. 
 

ARE YOU BEING CALLED? 
Teacher/Aide sign up boards for religious education 
for the 2016-2017 school year are posted on the 
whiteboards at the entrance to the parish center.  If 
you are being called to teach or aide, please stop in 
to write in your name for the grade, date and time.  
We do provide training!  If you have any questions, 
please contact Cynde Yaconiello (Grades K-6) at 
cynde.yaconiello@stmatthewct.org;  
or Bridget Thurston (Grades 7-Confirmation) at  

bridget.thurston@stmatthewct.org.   

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CLASS SCHEDULE 
 

Sunday  04/24 - Noon 7, 8, CP1 & CP2 
Monday  04/25 - 4:30 pm 1, 2, 3, 6 
  04/25 - 5:45 pm 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
  04/25 - 7:00 pm 7, 8, CP1 and CP2 
Tuesday  04/26 - 6:00pm K, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
Wednesday 04/27 - 4:30pm 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 
  04/27 - 7:00 pm 7, 8, CP1 and CP2 

Knights of Columbus 

 
Edmund P. Perkins Council 6626 

 

 
 

Sunday May 1
st
  

Following the 8:30 AM  
and 10:30 AM Masses 

St Matthew Church Hall 
 

Cost:  $5 per person, $20 for a family of 4 or more 
 

Menu: 
 

Blueberry Pancakes 
Chocolate Chip Pancakes 

Original òKnightsó recipe (plain) 
Bacon, Sausage 

Juice 
Coffee and tea 

 
Proceeds support local ACTS CT Retreat Scholarships 

ñIn service to One, in service to allò 

mailto:cynde.yaconiello@stmatthewct.org
mailto:bridget.thurston@stmatthewct.org


A  24, 2016 

Beginning Experience Retreat 
For all who are divorced, widowed, or separated-there is a 
special heartache in finding oneself alone again.  DI-
VORCED, SEPARATED AND WIDOWED MEN AND 
WOMEN of all ages are encouraged to attend a Beginning 
Experience weekend designed for those who wish to re-
solve the pain and grief of losing the marriage relationship 
and create a more peaceful future.  The Beginning Experience 
weekend will be held May 13-15 at The Archdiocesan Cen-
ter at St. Thomas Seminary in Bloomfield, CT.  For more 
information visit our website at 
www.beginningexperience.org/connecticut 

East Catholic High School will give a make-up en-
trance exam Thursday, May 5th,at 8 a.m. to all eighth 
graders who were unable to take the preceding ex-
ams.  The exam will be given at the school.  Pre-
registration is recommended but not required.  A non-
refundable fee of $25 is required.  ECHS continues to 
accept transfer students from other high schools. Ques-
tions?  Contact the Admissions Office at (860) 649-5336 
x6238 or x6456. 

The monthly Diocesan Pro-Life Mass will take place at 
the Cathedral of St. Patrick in Norwich on Saturday, 
May 7 at 8:30AM.  Please join us and our celebrant Rev. 
Robert Washabaugh at Mass as we pray to end abortion 
and for the healing for those who have had an abortion.  Fol-
lowing the Mass, the Rosary will be prayed both at the Ca-
thedral and Planned Parenthood.  A brunch in the Cathedral 
Hall will follow the Rosary this month.  
 

April 24-30 is National Infertility Awareness Week.  The 
Creighton Model Fertility Care System, which is based on our 
Catholic faith, provides new hope for couples who are going 
through the experience of infertility or low fertility.  Not only 
does this system inform couples of when they are most fertile, 
it also aids in identifying factors that may be contributing to 
infertility.  For more information, please contact Jennifer 
Tress at 860-466-9612 or jen.tresss@gmail.com. 

CHARIOTS OF HOPE: WHEELCHAIRS 
WANTED!  If you have a manual wheelchair no 
longer being used, Chariots of Hope, a non-
profit volunteer organization, is collecting them 
to provide one at no cost to persons in need. 
Saturday, May 7th is our eighteenth annual 1000 
Wheels Day, and chairs will be collected at all 
State Police Barracks from 10 am to 2 pm. For 
more information, call 860-242-4673 or visit 
www.chariotsofhope.org. .  

All women in the Diocese are cordially invited to attend 
the Norwich Diocesan Council of Catholic Womenôs 61st 
Annual Convention on Saturday, May 14, 2016 at St. An-
drewôs Church, 128 Norwich Avenue, Colchester, CT.  
The day begins at 9:00AM with registration and coffee.  Our 
keynote speaker will be Fr. Brian Maxwell, Spiritual Advisor 
for the Norwich Diocesan Council and Missionary of Mercy 
appointed by Bishop Michael Cote.  This topic will be Beau-
tiful Mercy.  Mass will be at noon and a luncheon will imme-
diately follow.  Registration fee for lunch and materials is 
$25.00.  Checks should be made out to WDCCW and mailed 
to Annette Murphy, 46 Highland Road, Mansfield, CT 
06250.  Call Annette at 860-423-2397 if you have any ques-
tions.  Note:  Please choose your entrée (pork loin, chicken 
breast or vegetarian 

Are you on Facebook?  Like St. Matthew Roman Catholic 
Church and you can receive Faith Formation 
and Church updates and never be left out on 
news and events again! 

DID YOU KNOW?  
St. Matthewôs has an Automated 
External Defibrillator (AED).  In the 
event of an emergency, it is located in 
the elevator room behind the altar. 

ATTENTION ALL MINISTRY OF 
CONSOLATION COOKS! 
Please remember to pick up your 
dishes as soon as possible.  Thank 
you!  
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Menôs ACTS Retreat 
June 2 – 5, 2016 

Sponsored by Saint Matthew Parish 
Location: Immaculata Retreat House, Willimantic 

 

Catholic men present an ACTS weekend retreat under the 
guidance of a Catholic Guide. This unique Three-Day retreat 
is the perfect way to renew your faith, revive the parish and 
bring you closer to our Lord. The retreat begins Thursday 
evening and ends on Sunday at 10:30AM Mass at St. Mat-
thew followed by a reception in the hall. Total cost is $230. 
There are registration forms on the Greeterôs stands. Want to 
know more?  Call Stephen Gustafson at 860-324-8636, Tom 
Stauffer at 860-682-0762 or Doug Pranger at 860-742-1954. 

To middle, high school and college 
students: Do you wish you could 
commit to singing at church, but feel 
short on time? 
  

Then the St Matthew Church Monthly Youth Group 
wants you! We sing and play once per month at the 
Saturday 5:00pm Masses.    Deirdre Goldsmith will 
accompany on piano.   
  
We meet one hour before the 5:00 Mass to review mu-
sic scheduled for that evening.   If you are interested in 
singing for our next Mass on Saturday, May 14th @ 
5:00pm (rehearsal @4:00pm), please email Deirdre at 
Deirdre.goldsmith@gmail.com What a wonderful 
way to share your talents with our church, through on-
ly a small time commitment! 

WINE AND FOOD PAIRING TO BENEFIT HAITI 

ß Enjoy sampling different wines and food pairings  

ß Silent Auction, Raffle  

ß Slide Presentation and Speakers on Progress/
Challenges in Education in Haiti  

 
WHERE: K of C Hall, Snake Hill Rd., Coventry  

WHEN:  Saturday, April 30th, 6pm  

TICKETS: $35 per person  

 
Advance ticket sales only: call Denise Pillion 860-487-2603 or 
          Lou Friedrich 860-872-4189 

.¦b5[9{ Chw .!.L9{Υ   ¢ƘŜ {ǘΦ aŀǧƘŜǿ 

²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ DǳƛƭŘ ŜȄǘŜƴŘǎ ŀ ōƛƎ ǘƘŀƴƪ ȅƻǳ 

ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƛǎƘƛƻƴŜǊǎ ŘƻƴŀǝƴƎ ōŀōȅ 

ŀƴŘ ƛƴŦŀƴǘ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ƎŜƴŜǊπ

ƻǳǎ ŀƴŘ /ƻǾŜƴŀƴǘ ŦƻǊ /ŀǊŜΣ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ 

ƻŦ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŀƴŘ CŀƳƛƭȅ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΣ ƎƭŀŘƭȅ 

ŀŎŎŜǇǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ƛǘŜƳǎΦ   

mailto:Deirdre.goldsmith@gmail.com

